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John 7







Thirst Slaker 

YOU are INVITED! Probably get LOTS of Invitations, Maybe TOO Many! 

Go OUT with Friends – Dinners – Concerts – Movies – Quiet Conversations

Invitations from Commercials – SMS Messages – SPAM in your Inbox

Don’t FORGET Students! You are ALWAYS Invited to do your HOMEWORK! 

John 7: Lord Jesus Christ extends INVITATION well Worth your Consideration

From John 6 > 6 Months PASSED > Jesus spent in Galilee and further North

STAYED OUTSIDE > Religious Center of Jerusalem > Place of OPPOSITION

Six months Later > Became Place of CRUCIFIXION


PASSOVER: Spring / TABERNACLES: Autumn / HANUKKAH: Winter

Tabernacles/Booths: HARVEST Feast, Popular, Festive Celebration // Thanksgiving 
CAMPING Trip 7 Days in Thatched Huts (Booths) > Remember WILDERNESS

TEMPLE Area Illumined by Large CANDLESTICKS // God’s PILLAR of FIRE
JOYOUS Time for Jews, JUDGMENT  for Jesus: Open, Militant Opposition

1. Confusion about Jesus

v. 43 the people were divided because of Jesus - THEN & for LAST 2000 YRS. 
His teaching and his claims were so closely bound up with himself…there was no neat way of separating who he was and what he did from what he taught…that is exactly where the problem continues to lie today.           
       Mark Johnston 

a. Celebrity > ‘widespread whispering’ – for some Jesus Christ Superstar 
vs. 11,12 Now at the Feast the Jews were watching for him and asking, "Where is that man?" Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him.
OWN BROTHERS > Half Brothers – same Mother, different FATHER

SARCASTICALLY Sought to PUMP UP His Celebrity Status

v. 3-5 Jesus' brothers said to him, "…go to Judea, so that your disciples may see the miracles you do.  No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world."  For even his own brothers did not believe in him.
‘It pays to advertise’ > Get Your PRODUCT on the Market > Craigslist! E-BAY! 
FOOTNOTE > Later 2 brothers BELIEVED > Letters of James and Jude
TODAY > Sign of SUCCESSFUL MINISTRY > TELEVISION SHOW 

Best Thing about MOST TV PREACHERS > You can TURN THEM OFF! 

b. Commendable > v. 12 Some said, "He is a good man." 

GOOD MAN > Remember Good Results of HIS MIRACLES

BEST WAY to AVOID CONFLICT > and RESIST Making COMMITMENT 

LUKEWARM Compliments > ‘oh that is NICE’ > ‘I’m Happy FOR YOU!’ 

SAFEST > Keep Jesus at ARM’S DISTANCE > Not TOO FAR or TOO CLOSE

c. Con Man  v. 12 Others replied, "No, he deceives the people."
After His MURDER > The chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. "Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise again.' So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first." 






 Matthew 27.62-64

Church TODAY is GOOD BUSINESS > Some Pastors making Millions

Embarrassing SCANDALS in CHURCHES > Regularly FUEL Such Criticism
d. Communicator
v. 15 The Jews were amazed and asked, "How did this man get such learning without having studied?" 

UNSCHOOLED Outsider - Never PASSED THRU their APPROVED SYSTEM
JEWISH TEACHING > Stand on AUTHORITY of RABBINIC TRADITION

DANGER of INNOVATION and INVENTION

JESUS ALSO > Builds on ANOTHER > AUTHORITY of GOD His FATHER

v. 16-17 Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me. If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.

A seeker must be fundamentally committed to doing God’s will…God’s will is not simply to be thought about and assessed, as if God is the object we may politely examine, dissect and discuss, picking and choosing what we like of him…Divine revelation can only be assessed, as it were, from the inside; from the perspective of a person who chooses to do God’s will.      D.A. Carson

e. Crazy > Delusions of GRANDUER? MEGALOMANIA? SELF Importance!
v. 20‘You are demon-possessed,’ the crowd answered. ‘Who is trying to kill you?’ 

When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, "He is out of his mind." 






Mark 3.21
f. Condemned > In Some Eyes Jesus was a ‘Dead Man Walking’ 
v. 25The people of Jerusalem began to ask,"Isn't this the man they are trying to kill?”
BOLDNESS of Jesus > Crowds KNEW was in DANGER > He did Too!  

g. Christ

v. 31 Many in the crowd put their faith in him. They said, "When the Christ comes, will he do more miraculous signs than this man?" 

Jesus was actually the sanest man who ever lived. He spoke with quiet authority. He always seemed in control of the situation. He was never surprised or rattled. He just does not seem to fit our easy classifications.

James Boice

TODAY World asks WHO is Jesus? > Has Anyone DONE MORE than Jesus? 
MORE Books have been WRITTEN about Jesus past 2000 Yrs than ANYONE 
Jesus alone Fulfills Old Testament Scriptures

Millions are Convinced that He is God in Human Flesh

Launched Greatest and Most Enduring Social Changes World has Ever Seen

Liberated the Souls of Millions > Ultimate Healer of Broken Hearts
CONFUSION about Jesus CONTINUES Today
Confusion > Not from LACK of FACTS > More from LACK of FAITH 
2. Conspiracy against Jesus
AUTHORITIES Do not WANT Jesus to be TOPIC of CONVERSATION

v. 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him. 

Temple Guards NOT Brutal Thugs: Religiously Trained > Anticipated Messiah

LEVITES > Main Task: MAINTAIN ORDER in TEMPLE AREA

vs. 45-49 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, "Why didn't you bring him in?" "No one ever spoke the way this man does," the guards declared. "You mean he has deceived you also?" the Pharisees retorted.  "Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him?  No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law-there is a curse on them." 

Angry Leaders to Temple Guards: 

1. You are Deceived -   2. No Pharisees believes -   3. Mob is Cursed

The religious authorities boast that they have not been duped; their very boasting is precisely what has duped them. 


D.A. Carson

Jewish Leaders  Damn Crowds for FAITH in Jesus > Really DAMN Themselves
a. Fulfillment  
vs. 21-24 Jesus said to them, "I did one miracle, (healing of lame man on Sabbath, the year before Ch 5) and you are all astonished. Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a child on the Sabbath. Now if a child can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing the whole man on the Sabbath? Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment." 

Law of Moses > Jewish Boy CIRCUMCISED 8 days AFTER BIRTH

Meant Some BOYS > Circumcised on SABBATH > Routine and ‘Righteous’

ONE YEAR Earlier > Jesus HEALED a Man on Sabbath – There in Jerusalem
They > CUT part of Boy’s BODY / Jesus > CURED the Man’s WHOLE BODY

JESUS Healing & Setting Man FREE > FULFILLS Very Purpose of SABBATH

Jews See Moses as their SAVIOR > Jesus calls Moses their JUDGE

b. Foolish  Enemies do NOT Know WHO He is, WHY He Came, Where From! 

vs. 26, 27 Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is the Christ? But we know where this man is from; when the Christ comes, no one will know where he is from." 

Is He the Christ?  > Has some NEW EVIDENCE SURFACED??

What do OUR LEADERS SAY?? > Stifling Atmosphere of REPRESSION
DREADED Hierarchical Religious Machine in Jerusalem of THAT DAY

John’s IRONY > they THINK they KNOW His ORIGINS > Totally WRONG

vs. 33-35 Jesus said, "I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the one who sent me. You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come." The Jews said to one another, "Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks?  
        Jesus WORDS MISUNDERSTOOD….Again! 

Jesus has mission plans for…the Gentile nations too. These plans…will be fulfilled by his going to the Father, through death and resurrection…Bruce Milne
v. 52 "Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee."

They FORGOT about JONAH, HOSEA, NAHUM – and most of all Jesus

 He was BORN in Bethlehem, Raised in Nazareth, NOW in THEIR FACE! 

c. Fatal  LAST TIME in JERUSALEM > 1 Yr Before: Healed man on Sabbath
For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 






John 5.18

v. 1 …the Jews there were waiting to take his life

v. 30 they tried to seize him

v. 44 Some wanted to seize him

v. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?"

POSSESSING the Law > No GUARANTEE of HOLINESS

Apostle Paul taught LAW Summarized in ONE WORD > LOVE 
But these LAW-KEEPERS are LOVELESS MURDERERS 

v. 7 The world…hates me because I testify that what it does is evil.

3. Courageous Announcement of Jesus
Amidst Widespread Confusion & Conflict over Him > Jesus is CONFIDENT 
Stands Up in MIDST of CONFUSED Mob with CLEAR Message

Jesus was living on borrowed time as far as His enemies were concerned. To them it was a matter of catching Him in some unguarded moment; to Him it was the destiny appointed by the Father. 



Merrill C. Tenney
Amidst Life-Threatening DANGER, Jesus wields Sword of Spirit / Word of God 
7 Day Celebration ENDED – People still EMPTY – Jesus gives INVITATION 

a. Setting
Feast of Tabernacles > 7 Days in Thatched Huts > Remember WILDERNESS

Ceremonies to REMIND the People of God’s PROVISION of their Needs

This Final, 8th Day – Priests and Worshippers > Outside City to Pool of Siloam

REMEMBER when God supplied WATER from the ROCK in the Wilderness

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
Isaiah 12.3

Filled GOLDEN Pitchers with WATER – Then Walked 7 X’s around ALTAR

POURED Water over the ALTAR – STREAM flowed Across Temple 
As WATER ran thru the TEMPLE AREA – Reminded of Ezekiel’s Prophecy: 

 I saw water coming out from under the threshold of the temple toward the east…











Ezekiel 47.1
But Even with Water Poured Out of Golden Flasks > People STILL THIRSTY! 

Jesus Stood > Probably NEAR ALTAR > Temple Damp with Ceremonial Water

v. 37-38 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."  

b. Scope

BLESSING is GLOBAL > Not just Jews in Temple in Jerusalem 

v. 37-38 If anyone is thirsty…Whoever believes / ANYONE & WHOEVER / 
Important JEWISH FEAST – Faithful Gathered from all over ROMAN World

Less than ONE Year After this SPIRIT of God fell FEAST of Pentecost

Apostle Peter declared the GLORIFIED JESUS to crowds in Jerusalem from:

“…Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians…”





 Acts 2.9.10

BLESSING IS OVERWHELMING > ‘streams of living water’ > Arid Palestine

…The water was flowing down from below the south end of the threshold of the temple, south of the altar. Then he brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the east; and behold, the water was trickling out on the south side. Going on eastward with a measuring line in his hand, the man measured a thousand cubits, and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was knee-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was waist-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and it was a river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen. It was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed through. And he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he led me back to the bank of the river. As I went back, I saw on the bank of the river very many trees on the one side and on the other. And he said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, and enters the sea; when the water flows into the sea, the water will become fresh. And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live where the river goes.  






Ezekiel 47.1-9
On verge of 2013 WATER of Saving Grace – FLOWING into EVERY LAND 

v. 37-38 anyone…Whoever… / You & Me – to Ends of Earth! 
c. Slaker

v. 37 If anyone is thirsty…OPEN ENDED – Non-Specific INVITATION
In OTHER Settings, Jesus was MORE Specific…

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness… Matthew 5.6

In John 7 Jesus does not SPECIFY because he can SLAKE ANY Thirst 
Deep Ache of Human Soul > Wealth, Learning, Friends, Family > Can’t FILL 

God-sized Vacuum ONLY HE can FILL:Jesus Invites THIRSTY ‘come & drink’ 

our fathers were…baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 1 Corinthians 10.1-4
v. 37 If anyone is thirsty…> Wide SCOPE of Invitation is NARROWED Down

CONDITIONAL Sentence > We MUST THIRST – NOT Everyone Will

Jesus EYES Scanned Great Crowd in TEMPLE Courts on that Final, Feast Day

Some looked Back w/ HATRED – CALLOUS – INDIFFERENT – Blank Stares
Every Preacher of Gospel: Any Time, Any Place, Even Here, Right Now > Same

Oh, that there might be men and women who thirst today!

Oh, that men and women might come to Him!
Jesus offers His Water of Life to YOU! 
d. Spirit

v. 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

because of the Outpouring of the HOLY SPIRIT
SPIRIT on 1st Page of Bible & thru ALL OT > Full Outpouring at Pentecost 

Glorified 23 X’s in John > 4 X’s Clear ref to the CROSS

Jesus: “…it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you” John 16.7
Not just EXPERIENCE: EVENT ‘once for all’ Outpouring of Spirit on Pentecost

Peter on Pentecost: “Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.” 











Acts 2.33
Water FLOWS NOW: EXALTED Christ has Poured Spirit on Global Church
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit   Ephesians 1.13
e. Satisfaction v. 38  “….Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 
Note: Gospel WATER Flows IN so that it might FLOW OUT! 
CONTRARY to Many People’s Understanding of Why Jesus Came!

Many Sing >> I come to the garden alone…
And He walks with me, and He talks with me,
And He tells me I am His own;
And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other has ever known.
Might prefer Verse to Read: Come and Drink and Get your thirst Satisfied!

But Jesus is saying MORE > Our Satisfaction comes in Satisfying OTHERS! 

Yes! We WILL be SATISFIED – FILLED with Water of Mercy >> Overflows!!

To hear most Christians talk you would think that the sole purpose of Christ’s coming was to save them and to satisfy them…Jesus did not die to give us warm feelings…this promise is to make you precisely as Christ was in this world…getting outside yourself, getting interested in others, and becoming useful. 






James Boice 

Blessed to be a Blessing! > FREELY Given so we can FREELY GIVE!

Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
 John 4.14

Invited to Swallow and then Serve > Called to GULP and then GO!

v. 38  “….Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”
As we BLESS OTHERS we Receive the FULLNESS of HIS BLESSING

…remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' 







Acts 20.35

Charles Spurgeon preached from this vs: Tide goes out on Thames R. in London

Great Barges & Ships SINK DEEP in Mud & Sand of River Bottom

Men and Machines CANNOT Move those Stranded Ships

But then INCOMING Tides Lift GREAT SHIPS Again
Once RIVER is Full and Flowing Ships can be Steered by a Child’s Hand

What Could happen if Each One who KNOWS the Lord Jesus…
If we HAVE Such Rivers of Blessing FLOW OUT from US to Others?!

We who DRINK DEEPLY from Wells of Salvation – Show the World Jesus!

HOLIDAYS in Beijing – ExPats FAR from Home – THIRSTY for Something
Looking High and Low to Get THIRST Satisfied > We KNOW His Name!
The Spirit is given to the believer who seeks to glorify Jesus.
Jesus has been GLORIFIED – Spirit poured Out – Slain Lamb is Standing 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. 





Revelation 22.1-2
* * * * * 
John 7:1-52

7:1 After this, Jesus went around in Galilee, purposely staying away from Judea because the Jews there were waiting to take his life. 2 But when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus' brothers said to him, "You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that your disciples may see the miracles you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world." 5 For even his own brothers did not believe in him. 6 Therefore Jesus told them, "The right time for me has not yet come; for you any time is right. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that what it does is evil. 8 You go to the Feast. I am not yet going up to this Feast, because for me the right time has not yet come." 9 Having said this, he stayed in Galilee. 10 However, after his brothers had left for the Feast, he went also, not publicly, but in secret. 11 Now at the Feast the Jews were watching for him and asking, "Where is that man?" 12 Among the crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, "He is a good man." Others replied, "No, he deceives the people." 13 But no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the Jews. 14 Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach. 15 The Jews were amazed and asked, "How did this man get such learning without having studied?" 16 Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me. 17 If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18 He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?" 20 "You are demon-possessed," the crowd answered. "Who is trying to kill you?" 21 Jesus said to them, "I did one miracle, and you are all astonished. 22 Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a child on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a child can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing the whole man on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment." 25 At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, "Isn't this the man they are trying to kill? 26 Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man is from; when the Christ comes, no one will know where he is from." 28 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, "Yes, you know me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, 29 but I know him because I am from him and he sent me." 30 At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his time had not yet come. 31 Still, many in the crowd put their faith in him. They said, "When the Christ comes, will he do more miraculous signs than this man?" 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him. 33 Jesus said, "I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the one who sent me. 34 You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come." 35 The Jews said to one another, "Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 36 What did he mean when he said, 'You will look for me, but you will not find me,' and 'Where I am, you cannot come'?" 37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, "Surely this man is the Prophet." 41 Others said, "He is the Christ." Still others asked, "How can the Christ come from Galilee? 42 Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?" 43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him. 45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, "Why didn't you bring him in?" 46 "No one ever spoke the way this man does," the guards declared. 47 "You mean he has deceived you also?" the Pharisees retorted. 48 "Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law-there is a curse on them." 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, 51 "Does our law condemn anyone without first hearing him to find out what he is doing?" 52 They replied, "Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee." 
How do the mixed reactions to Jesus in His day reflect the opinions about Him today? 

How does Jesus explain his extraordinary ability to teach (vs. 14-19)?

Note how Jesus often answers questions with questions, urging his challengers to think again. 

Do issues like truth and authority (vs. 25-27) matter in our world today? 

Why did Nicodemus (3:10) risk his prominent position by speaking up for Jesus (vs. 50-53)? 
2.23 	1st Passover Feast of Jesus Ministry > Temple of God 


6.4   	2nd Passover Feast of Jesus Ministry > Bread of God


7.2	    	Feast of Tabernacles


10.22 	    	Feast of Dedication / Hanukkah


19.31 	 3rd Passover Feast of Jesus Ministry > Lamb of God 








